
Update on Coronavirus 
in Russia

The Russian government added the Chinese coronavirus 

(COVID-2019) to the “List of diseases posing danger to 

others” at the end of January (Government’s decree No. 66 

dated January 31, 2020). That step entails a number of 

legal consequences for disease carriers, such as:

• a ban on working in teaching positions;

• an obligation to be treated for the disease without 

voluntary consent if a sanitary doctor issues a hospital 

confinement order (it is also necessary for people with 

suspected disease);

• a potential mandatory physical examination, isolation, 

temporary suspension from work with benefits paid under 

obligatory social insurance (OSS), compulsory vaccine 

prophylaxis, all of the above may be sanctioned by a 

sanitary doctor;

• it is impossible for a foreign citizen to obtain a temporary 

residence permit, a residence permit, a patent, or a work 

permit;

• a foreigner who falls ill in the Russian Federation may 

lose their temporary residence permit, residence permit, 

or work permit;

• a foreign citizen with coronavirus may be declared 

persona non grata or undesirable to stay in the Russian 

Federation.

March 17, 2020

Rospotrebnadzor (Russia’s 

Federal Service for 

Supervision of Consumer 

Rights Protection and 

Human Welfare) has 

already drafted regulations 

with instructions for 

physicians and sanitary 

services on how to act if a 

citizen develops symptoms 

of coronavirus disease. 

If there is a suspicion, doctors offer hospital confinement, 

which the patient cannot refuse, otherwise they will face an 

administrative fine for not complying with a legal order in the 

amount between 2,000 and 4,000 rubles, and the fine amount 

may go up to 4,000 to 5,000 rubles if any quarantine 

measures are in force within the territory (Article 19.5, clause 

1 of the Code of Administrative Offenses).



As at March 17, 2020, the Russian government 

has taken the following key measures to combat 

the consequences of coronavirus spreading:

• The government will establish a 300-billion 

rubles anticrisis fund.

• Within the framework of the budget for this 

year, the government may use the reserve in 

the amount of 300 billion rubles to ensure 

priority spending needs and support both 

industries and citizens. The volume of 

government guarantees provided will also be 

increased. 

• Retailers will gain access to soft loans to 

stockpile essential goods.

• Starting March 17, restrictions for vehicles 

delivering goods to retail chains will be lifted in 

the cities.

• “Green corridor” for basic-needs goods at the 

customs.

• Tax deferral will be offered to tourism and 

aviation; later this measure may be extended 

to “other affected industries and enterprises.”

• The existing preferential lending programs for 

small and medium-sized businesses will be 

expanded. The prime minister instructed to 

remove any restrictions to the maximum 

extent possible and to increase the volume of 

subsidies provided.

• A special procedure for paying sick leave for 

those who are in quarantine.

• The prime minister instructed his deputy 

Tatyana Golikova and Finance Minister Anton 

Siluanov to create a bonus fund for doctors 

who combatting the coronavirus. He also 

instructed Golikova that a bill to allow for 

online sales of OTC drugs and their delivery 

should be expedited.

• Russia will partially close the border with 

Belarus.

• An integrated telephone hotline has been 

launched.

• In the immediate future, a coronavirus online 

alert system will be built, including alerts in 

social networks.

Moscow has also adopted additional 

measures. In accordance with the Decree of 

the Mayor of Moscow No. 21-UM dated March 

16, 2020, a high alert mode was introduced 

within the territory of the City of Moscow.

• It is forbidden to hold any sports, 

entertainment, public events and other 

mass gatherings within the territory of the 

City of Moscow until April 10

• Any and all leisure activities with citizen 

participation and a simultaneous number of 

participants more than 50 people, including 

such fields as culture, physical culture and 

sports, exhibitions, educational and 

entertaining activities are temporarily 

suspended from being held in buildings and 

structures (premises therein).

• Sports groups and hobby clubs, leisure 

activities in centers of social services has 

been temporarily suspended

According to the Russian Prime Minister 

Mikhail Mishustin, such measures are the first 

priority steps; and he promised to announce 

additional measures as soon as possible.

On March 14, Mishustin announced that a 

coordinating council to combat against 

coronavirus will be established to coordinate 

measures to combat the spread of infection in 

Russia. The council will discuss the situation 

daily.

In February, the government agreed with the 

Central Bank to establish an online 

consultation mechanism to maintain 

macroeconomic stability.




